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Language requirements for  
guest students 

To study the social sciences in Bremen you 
need sufficient knowledge of one of our 
teaching languages, German or English. To 
be able to follow courses you need at least 
a B2 level in one of these languages, even 
though the minimum for German knowl-
edge is usually set at B1 level in our bilat-
eral exchange agreements. The individual 
study programmes differ with regard to 
the number of English language courses at 
Bachelor’s level, but altogether we offer a 
substantial list of courses taught in English 
each semester. When choosing lectures 
and seminars from all degree programs of 
our faculty plus language training, you will 
always be able to earn 30 Credit Points 
(ETCS) per semester in the courses taught 
in English. Participation in the courses from 
our International Master’s programs is often 
limited to advanced students from the rel-

evant study fields. Please inquire with the 
Erasmus coordinators of the Master’s pro-
grams, if you meet the prerequisites. 

ECTS requirements 

The courses in our study programmes are 
usually worth either three or six ECTS de-
pending on the examination requirements 
at the end of the semester. Examination 
requirements can be assignments, written 
exams, essays, oral presentations, records, 
etc. For exchange students the number of 
ECTS (CP in Bremen) can sometimes be 
negotiated with the lecturer prior to final-
izing the learning agreement depending on 
the workload of the assignments offered. 

International Module Social Sciences 

The Faculty‘s International Office coordi-
nates several teaching formats according 
to our internationalization strategy. Guest 
students who stay two semesters in Bre-
men, can achieve 12 credit points (CP/
ECTS). The main offer in winter semester is 
the course “Urban History and Geography 
of Bremen and Northern Germany” (includ-
ing field trips). This is an offer exclusively 
for international guest students and stu-
dents will gain knowledge and competenc-
es about the basics of Germany’s and Bre-
men’s geography and history. In summer 
semester, the International Module normal-
ly consists of a lecture part, complemented 
by talks from international lecturers from 

Dear international students,

The University of Bremen is a young university, founded in 1971, with currently almost 
20,000 students. More than 3,000 of them are enrolled in the various undergraduate 
and graduate programs at the Faculty of Social Sciences, in the Departments of 
Geography, History, European Studies, Political Science, and Sociology. Every year 
more than 100 students from our faculty spend a study period abroad, and almost 
as many guest students come to us from all over the world. This booklet will provide 
an orientation about the faculty and its departments and will hopefully support your 
decision to choose Bremen as your place of study.
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our partner universities, and a seminar 
part, in which students present the find-
ings from their own work (ideally incoming 
Erasmus students will work on Germany 
and Bremen students on other European 
regions/ countries or a joint piece of work). 
The final part of the module consists of an 
international field trip.

A few times within the academic year, we 
welcome international scholars or lecturers 
to teach a oneweek intensive lecture. Stu-
dents can achieve 2 CP/ECTS per course. 
Each course will be listed individually in the 
course catalogue.  

Student Committees at FB 08 

Students at the University of Bremen or-
ganize Student Committees (StugA). They 
provide advice and information to fellow 
students about questions concerning the 
study structure or if you should have prob-
lems with a professor. Furthermore, they 
organize different activities, such as film 
screenings, an orientation week at the 
beginning of the semester, and parties, to 
which you are of course kindly invited.  

Political Science 
https://politik.stugen.de 

Integrated European Studies (IES) 
www.uni-bremen.de/fb8/ies/stuga  
stug_ies@uni-bremen.de 

Sociology 
stugasoz@uni-bremen.de 

History  
GW2, B2400 
www.ges.stugen.de  
stuges@uni-bremen.de 

Geography  
GW2, B2400 
stugaggr@uni-bremen.de

Teaching staff mobility and staff training 

Most bilateral Erasmus agreements include 
mobility of teaching, technical and admin-
istrative staff. Each year the International 
Office of the Faculty of Social Sciences 
accommodates a growing number of vis-
itors and enables a useful integration of 
the visitors into our teaching modules and 
research institutes. We are looking forward 
to your visit!  

Doctoral studies at the University of 
Bremen 

Doctoral students have so far only sel-
dom taken part in the Erasmus student 
exchange program. Nevertheless, doctor-
al students are welcome to come to Bre-
men and attend courses from our BA and 
MA programs besides doing their research 
related to the thesis (assessed by a staff 
member from the home university). Doc-
toral students who are at the same time 
staff members and teaching at their home 
institution are, of course, invited to come 
to Bremen as Erasmus shortterm teaching 
staff. 

It is worth mentioning that former Eras-
mus students have not only the possibility 
to apply for a Master‘s program in Bremen 
but also for a threeyear grant to work on 
a PhD at our Bremen International Grad-
uate School of Social Sciences (BIGSSS)  
(www.bigsss-bremen.de). 
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BA Political Science 

In this six-semester BA program (mainly 
in German, partly in English), students are 
introduced to the key areas of political sci-
ence (Germany’s political system, political 
theory, comparative politics, international 
relations, and policy studies). Focal themes 
in the program include global governance 
and European integration, democracy the-
ories, and welfare state politics. Students 
can specialize in one of the subdisciplines 
in their fourth semester. Students aiming 
for a teaching career can study political sci-
ence as a main or subsidiary subject. The 
Bachelor’s program is open to Erasmus stu-
dents of political science and neighboring 
disciplines.

MA Political Science 

This four-semester Master’s program is de-
signed for students wishing to deepen their 
knowledge of political science. Most cours-
es are taught in German, but there is also a 
growing number of English language cours-
es. Areas of specialization include political 
theory, public administration, European 

integration, and international relations. Top-
ics covered include state and democratic 
theory, democratic justice as well as pub-
lic policy and administration. Erasmus stu-
dents, who are at the MA level, may in gen-
eral participate in seminars of this program.  

MA International Relations 

During this two-year English MA program 
in International Relations students attend 
a total of twelve seminars covering fields 
such as theories and issues of global gov-
ernance (including war and peace, interna-
tional political economy, modern social the-
ory, normative theories of the international 
order) as well as methods courses. 

The MA Program in International Relations 
addresses explicitly international students. 
Erasmus students at the MA level are wel-
come to choose courses from this program.

The Institute for Political Science 

The Institute for Political Science is ranked among the leading political science de-
partments in Germany and specializes in two main areas: Theories and Institutions 
in International Relations (including the European Union) and the Modern Welfare 
State. The teaching profile of the Bachelor’s and Master’s programs is shaped by the 
two research institutions affiliated with the Institute for Political Science. These are the 
Institute for Intercultural and International Studies (www.iniis.uni-bremen.de) and the 
SOCIUM Research Center on Inequality and Social Policy (www.socium.uni-bremen.
de). In light of the international and intercultural approach of political science at Bre-
men, Erasmus students as well students of political science from outside of Europe 
are especially welcome. Currently, the Institute has a total of 46 Erasmus partner 
universities around Europe.

Political Science
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MA Social Policy 

This four-semester study program is de-
signed for students wishing to specialize 
in studies on the modern welfare state, i.e., 
the analysis of health care, pension, or un-
employment systems. The welfare state is 
examined not only from a political science 
perspective but also from a sociological, 
legal, and economic perspective and the 
study program has a strong focus on global 
dynamics of the welfare state. Courses are 
offered in German and in English and cov-
er subjects such as theories of the welfare 
state, comparative policy analysis as well 
as methods to study social policy. Erasmus 
students at the MA level are welcome to at-
tend courses in this program.  

Master of Education (M. Ed.) 

The four-semester M. Ed. program qualifies 
for the teaching profession at grammar 
schools/ secondary schools in the subject 
of Politics. The program combines political 
science education with by the study of Di-
dactics and Educational Science. Erasmus 
students at the MA level are welcome to at-
tend courses in this program.  

Contact and information 

Erasmus Coordinator for Political Science 
and International Relations 
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Haunss  
Mary-Sommerville-Strasse 7  
UnicomBuilding 7.4530  
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 58572  
erasmus.politik@uni-bremen.de 

Erasmus Coordinator for the  
MA Social Policy 
Dr. Anna Hokema  
Mary-Sommerville-Strasse 5  
UnicomBuilding 5.4420  
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 58 570  
anna.hokema@uni-bremen.de
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Sociology

BA Sociology 

The objective of the BA program in Sociol-
ogy is to equip students with a solid knowl-
edge in basic sociological theories and 
methods, statistics, and social stratification 
analysis. In addition, students are given 
the opportunity to deepen their knowl-
edge in selected research areas within so-
ciology. Emphasis is placed on training in 
empirical research methods and gaining 
competence in selected branches of soci-
ology. Erasmus students of Sociology and 
neighboring disciplines are welcome to join 
courses in the BA Sociology program. 

MA Sociology and Social Research

The Master’s program in Sociology and So-
cial Research is designed for students who 
seek to deepen their knowledge of socio-
logical theories and acquire practical and 
methodological competencies in doing 
empirical social research. The course de-
sign offers project modules to ensure that 
students become familiar with all facets of 
current research. Key areas for specializa-
tion are:

– Social inequality and living arrangements 
– Education, work, and the welfare state 

The Institute of Sociology

The Institute of Sociology is part of the Faculty of Social Sciences, and contrib-
utes considerably to the vibrant social science research landscape at Bremen 
University and beyond. In teaching and research, the main focus areas are 
sociological theories, social science research methods, and statistics, political 
and comparative sociology, migration studies and integration, developmental 
sociology, social networks, family, life course research, as well as education, work, 
and social inequality. We offer training at the undergraduate and graduate level: 
BA Sociology and MA Sociology and Social Research. Students in the Bachelor 
program in Sociology are exposed to a wide array of theoretical approaches 
and branches of sociology. Our Master’s program Sociology and Social Research 
offers students thorough project-based training in advanced quantitative and 
qualitative methods. Further, a wide array of General Studies courses is offered 
each term, complementing the broad range of topics and methods.
Nearly all courses offered under the two programs are open to Erasmus students. 
Courses in neighboring disciplines within the social sciences can also be attend-
ed. German is the language of instruction in most courses. However, each term 
several courses are offered in English, covering in total about 30 Credit Points. 
This enables guest students to also study in English. The Institute of Sociology is 
also closely linked to the SOCIUM – Research Center on Inequality and Social Pol-
icy (www.socium.uni-bremen.de). Whereas teaching is organized by the Institute 
of Sociology, research mainly takes place within the Research Center. Most of 
the academic staff are members of both the Institute of Sociology and SOCIUM, 
enabling a close link between research and teaching. Erasmus PhD students can 
profit from the Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences  
(BIGSSS, www.bigsss-bremen.de), where international students work on their 
doctoral projects. BIGSSS also accepts Visiting Scholars, offering office space 
and participation in the graduate school program.
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European Studies

BA Integrated European Studies (IES) 

The BA programme IES is multidisciplinary 
and comprises political science and cultur-
al history, with a geographic focus on the 
European continent. 

There are two study tracks or concentra-
tions available: the political science track, in 
which students focus on European integra-
tion, European states and politics in Europe 
and theories and research methods that 
allow their systematic study; and the cul-
tural studies track, in which topics such as 
cultural and social theory, cultural memory 
and museum studies, gender studies, and 
postcolonialism are taught in depth. 

International students are welcome to 
choose from the wide range of courses 
offered on both study tracks of the IES 
curriculum, tailoring their own study pro-
grammes individually. Lectures and semi-
nars are offered in German and English.  

– Urban development and migration 
– Social integration and methods research 
– Network research

An overarching focus is placed on life 
course research and longitudinal method-
ology; both approaches characterize the 
research profile of sociology at the Univer-
sity of Bremen. Erasmus students of Soci-
ology at the MA level may participate in 
various seminars but must consult teaching 
staff first. They can also choose from BA 
courses.

Contact and Information

Erasmus coordinators
Dr. Insa Pruisken
Prof. Dr. Thomas Kern
Institute of Sociology
Unicom, Mary-Somerville-Str. 9,
28359 Bremen, Germany
erasmus-sociology@uni-bremen.de
www.soziologie.uni-bremen.de

European Studies at the University of Bremen are based on the three pillars of 
political science, cultural history and languages. The Institute of European Studies 
offers two study programs, a BA in Integrated European Studies, with an interdisci-
plinary approach on Europe and the EU, and a MA in Eurpean Politics, with a strong-
er focus on political science.
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BA/BSc Geography (in German) 

The bachelor program imparts the basics 
of physical geography and human geogra-
phy as well as geographical techniques and 
methods. The subject of physical geogra-
phy is the influence of natural geofactors 
on the human habitat. Human geography 
analyzes human and societal activities with 
regard to the resulting spatial structures. 
The instruments that are used are, for ex-
ample cartography, geographical informa-
tion systems, statistics, field mapping, cre-
ating and evaluating questionnaires, and 
laboratory work.

Our project modules allow students to 
conduct their own group research projects 
according to their personal interests. Stu-
dents opting to become a teacher in sec-
ondary education can also choose mod-
ules in the didactics of geography. 

Master of Education (M. Ed.) (in German) 

The four-semester M. Ed. program qualifies 
for the teaching profession at grammar 
schools/ secondary schools in the subject 
of Geography/ Earth Science. The program 
combines geography education with the 
study of Didactics and Educational Science. 
Erasmus students at the MA level are wel-
come to attend courses in this program.

Contact and Information 

Michael Thiele  
University of Bremen  
Room GW2 B2811  
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 67001  
fb8int@uni-bremen.de  
www.uni-bremen.de/geographie

MA European Studies (IES) 

The political science MA program deals with 
Europe both with regard to the European in-
tegration process and the political system of 
the European Union (EU) and with regard to 
the polities and politics of European states 
and their relationships and contributions to 
the EU and to EU integration. 

In the first semester, students get introduced 
to political science theories and approaches 
in European Studies and training in qualita-
tive and quantitative research methods. In 
the second semester, students attend sem-
inars in the core modules “The European 
Union. Polity, Politics and Policy” and “The EU 

and the European States from a compara-
tive perspective”. During the third semester 
students spend a semester abroad or do a 
research internship. The fourth semester is 
reserved for the writing of the master thesis.

Contact and information 

Erasmus coordinator at the Institute of  
European Studies
Dr. Caterina Bonora  
University of Bremen  
Universitätsboulevard 13, GW2 B2340  
28359 Bremen, Germany  
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 67271 
cbonora@uni-bremen.de  

Geography
The Institute of Geography   

Geography deals with nature and the environment as well as the spatial organiza-
tion of societies. The interdisciplinary position of this subject between the natural 
and social sciences makes the study of geography unique and offers a wide range 
of career possibilities. 
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MA Urban and Regional Development  
(in German)  

How do the many, often unacquainted peo-
ple in the urban social fabric manage to co-
exist? What causes the marked regional dif-
ferences in residents’ living conditions that 
are currently observed, and how does our 
society approach the extreme divergences 
among the ways in which people live? This 
MA (completely taught in German) focuses 
on these issues. It offers students the op-
portunity to take an indepth look at ques-
tions concerning the social organization 
of space. It aims to impart interdisciplinary 
knowledge from the fields of geography 
and sociology. At its heart are the spatial 
differentiations and their impacts on differ-
ent developments and structures that take 
place in our society’s cities and regions. 
Questions concerning regionalization, sub-
urbanization, the sustainability of regional 
development, as well as migration and in-
tegration, diversity in cities, and especially 
in urban planning, urban economies, urban 
infrastructure, and housing markets stand 
at the core of the program. Emphasis is be-
ing placed on teaching spatial information 
processing techniques and methodological 
approaches to develop spatial action plans. 

MSc Physical Geography: Environmental 
History (in English)

The current debate about the reasons and 
effects of climate change illustrates the 
need for experts who can understand and 
explain the complex interrelations that lead 
to environmental changes over time. Meet-
ing this demand, the M. Sc. “Physical Geog-
raphy: Environmental History” is a research-
oriented Master’s program in physical 
geography focusing on the understanding 
and reconstruction of environmental and 
climatic history. This program is innovative 
and unique in Germany due to its distinc-
tive interdisciplinary approach including 
courses in physical and human geography, 
archaeology, geosciences, paleobiology, 
and environmental physics. To ensure high 
academic quality and practical orienta-
tion, the program draws on both, expertise 
within the University of Bremen as well as 
on partnerships with regional scientific in-
stitutions in Bremen and Lower Saxony. All 
classes are taught in English. You will be 
trained in interdisciplinary lectures, sem-
inars, projects as well as in laboratory and 
field courses. Consecutive core subjects 
start in the winter semester and are contin-
ued in the summer semester, closely inter-
connected and consolidated by means of 
research-based and hands on training. Fur-
thermore, computer-based analyses and 
visualization techniques of spatial and tem-
poral data and processes are conveyed. 
Advanced students of other subjects at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences can study 
courses in Archeology and Historical Polit-
ical Ecology even without a background in 
natural sciences.
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History

BA in History 

The two Bachelor’s programs offer a broad 
historical knowledge and an introduction to 
the methods of historical research. In a first 
phase, students acquire knowledge of the 
major historical periods: Ancient, Classical, 
Medieval, Modern and Contemporary Histo-
ry. The second phase emphasizes thematic 
approaches, such as Archeology, German 
History, East-European History, History of 
Slavery, Latin American and Global History, 
and includes broader approaches, such as 
“cultures–entanglements–conflicts,” “order 
and dissent,” “interpretations and imagi-
nations of the past,” and “the multiplicities 
of modernity.” Students who choose the 
teacher’s training option will be offered 
courses in didactics of history and educa-
tional sciences. 

MA in History

The Master’s degree provides students 
with advanced skills in historical research 
as well as with professional skills, preparing 
either for a range of different careers or to 
pursue further study at the doctoral level. 
From the academic year 2023/2024 on-
wards, the existing general M.A. in History is 
expected to give space for two programs: 
“Public History” (Geschichte in der Öffentli-

The History Department   

The programs of the History Department at the University of Bremen are struc-
tured on its member’s research interests and expertise. They cover a broad range 
of subject matters, such as Eastern and Western European History and Latin Amer-
ican History as well as German History, spanning from Ancient History to the 21st. 
century. The History Department has cooperation agreements and activities with 
research institutions and museums in and around Bremen, including the Research 
Centre for Eastern European Studies, the German Maritime Museum, the Focke 
Museum, the Archives of Bremen, the Archaeological Office of the State of Bremen, 
as well as with other Universities and institutions from around the world.

Our undergraduate programs include the Bachelor’s degree in History, with the 
options of single honors in History or joint honors, as well as a Bachelor’s in History 
with a teacher’s training option (Didaktik der Geschichte). As from the winter 
semester 2023/2024, the current general Master’s program in History is expected 
to give birth to two new programs: “Public History” and “Inequalities: past and pres-
ent”. Both in the undergraduate and postgraduate programs, modules normally 
consist of two courses (e.g., one lecture and one seminar or two seminars) and are 
completed by a final examination, usually in a form of a term paper or oral exam-
ination. The teaching language is German, although there are courses taught in 
English.

10



chkeit) and “Inequalities: past and present” 
(Ungleichheiten: Past and Present). The 
“Public History” Master’s program will ad-
dress the role of History in public discourse, 
including the perceptions of history, mem-
ory, culture, and competing interpretations 
of historical phenomena, as well as their 
public presentation in the media. Students 
will also acquire professional competencies 
such as communication skills and presenta-
tion techniques for historical content in the 
media and in museums/exhibitions.

The Master’s program “Inequalities: past 
and present” will focus on the study of so-
cial inequality throughout history, its per-
ceptions, and interpretations. Students will 
analyze and discuss the diverse effects of 
inequality, their sociopolitical consequenc-
es, and historical-analytical approaches. 
They will also deepen the study of the 
developments of inequality, dealing with 
the historical processes of sociopolitical 

change in Europe and beyond, and with 
the historiography on this subject. So, this 
master’s program will have an interdiscipli-
nary approach on the subject. Beyond the 
historical seminars, student will also have 
the possibility to engage in classes from 
Sociology, Political Sciences and Cultural 
Studies. Thereby this program will build up 
a particularly good base for different oc-
cupational fields as well as for a future PhD 
thesis.

Contact and information

Erasmus Team
Dr. Ricardo Borrmann 
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 67202 
Sophia Gröschel 
Phone +49(0)421 218 – 67238 
erasmus.history@uni-bremen.de

Studying at other Faculties 
While we expect that you study the majority of your courses at Faculty 8, you may find 
some interesting lectures and seminars at other Faculties of the University. Often students 
of Social and Political Science can find interesting courses at the Faculty of Law and at the 
Faculty of Economics while students of History and European Studies pick a few courses 
at the Philological and Philosophical Faculties. Geography students might be interested in 
courses offered at the Faculty of Physics, Natural Sciences and Geosciences.
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General Information about  
Studying at Faculty 08

International Office of the Faculty  
of Social Sciences (FB 8) 
c/o Michael Thiele 
GW2 B2811 
Tel. +49(0)421 218 – 67001 
erasfb08@uni-bremen.de

For general questions about your stay 
at the University of Bremen (application, 
matriculation, accommodation, language 
classes, etc.) please contact the Interna-
tional Office. 

International Office

c/o Cornelia Krain 
SFG 0370 
Tel. +49(0)421 218 – 60375 
ckrain@uni-bremen.de
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