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Regulating the Digital Public Sphere - Regulating Hate 

 
 

Beschreibung:  
Description: 
 
The regulation of social media platforms has become a hotly debated topic, especially due to the negative 

effects of “hate speech” and “fake news” on public discussion and political decision-making, at least since 

2016 (US election, Brexit referendum). This debate raises the question of who can and who should 

determine the structure of the evolving digital public sphere (private companies, government bodies, multi-

stakeholder boards) and of what values should guide this process. Furthermore, the discussion about the 

regulation of globally active platforms has repeatedly revealed differing opinions between the United 

States and Germany/Europe. These differences have political, economic as well as cultural reasons and 

contain considerable potential for conflict between the transatlantic partners in the future.  

 

This course will address the issues mentioned above and introduce you to the subject area of 

Internet/Media Governance by examining the regulation of hate speech on social media platforms from 

an international and comparative perspective. We will be analyzing the German anti-hate speech law, the 

Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG), and consider arguments for and against the law from both sides of 

the Atlantic. Furthermore, we will explore key elements of the discourse on freedom of expression in the 

digital age in order to better understand the complex relationships and power dynamics between 

governments, platforms, and us, the users. Topics may include: platforms’ content moderation practices 

and their implications, state regulation and the danger of overblocking/censorship, the impact of different 

legal traditions in the US and Germany, US concepts of free speech and the German idea of a "wehrhafte 

Demokratie" (militant democracy). 
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